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FOR  THE 
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For  the  Year  ending  December  31st,  1905. 


TO  THE  CHAIRMAN  AND  MEMBERS  OF  THE 
CAMBORNE  URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL. 


Gentlemen, 

Herewith  I have  pleasure  in  presenting  to  you  my  Annual  Report  on  the  Health 
and  Sanitary  Condition  of  your  District  for  the  year  1905. 

POPULATION. 


The  population  of  your  district  at  the  last  census 

in  1901  was 

as  follows : — 

Ecclesiastical  District. 

Males. 

Females. 

Total  . 

Camborne  ... 

...  3228 

4295 

7523 

Tuckingmill 

...  1416 

1794 

3210 

Treslothan  ... 

...  1106 

1277 

2383 

Penponds  ... 

...  730 

880 

1610 

6480 

8246 

14726 

I have  taken  this  population  of  14726  in  calculating  the  various  statistics  rather 
than  one  based  on  the  natural  increase  year  by  year,  which,  in  a District  such  as  this 
would  be  very  misleading. 

The  average  population  of  your  district  for  the  past  fifty  years  was  14153, 

AREA  AND  DENSITY  OF  POPULATION. 

Your  district  is  partly  urban  and  partly  rural  in  character,  has  an  area  of  6,744 
acres  and  a density  of  population  of  2.18  per  acre,  a density  which  would  vary  consider- 
ably in  different  parts  of  the  district. 
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INHABITED  HOUSES. 

The  number  of  inhabited  houses  at  the  census  of  1901  was  3,530,  and  of  these  1810 
contained  less  than  five  rooms.  These  give  an  average  of  4T6  persons  per  inhabited  house. 

BIRTHS. 

During  the  year  the  Births  of  341  children  were  registered,  made  up  of  162  Males 
and  1 79  Females,  and  giving  a Birth-rate  of  23T5  per  1,000  as  compared  with  one  of 
25-73  for  1904. 

In  the  following  table  are  given  the  number  of  Births  and  the  Birth-rates  for  the 
previous  10  years  which  give  an  average  of  26-10  per  1,000. 


Date. 

Births. 

Birth  Rate 
PER  1,000. 

1895 

457 

31-08 

1896 

361 

24-55 

1897 

377 

25-64 

1898 

373 

25-37 

1899 

377 

25-64 

1900 

396 

26-89 

1901 

392 

26-61 

1902 

385 

26-14 

1903 

345 

23-42 

1904 

379 

25-73 

This  years’  Birth-rate  of  23-15  is  the  lowest  we  have  yet  reached,  a decline  which 
is  being  experienced  throughout  the  country  generally. 

The  Birth-rate  for  Cornwall  for  1905  was  21  58  as  compared  with  22-31  for  1904. 
and  for  England  and  Wales  27 '2  as  compared  with  27-9  for  1904. 

ILLEGITIMATE  BIRTHS. 

The  total  number  of  Illegitimate  Births  registered  during  the  jmar  was  16,  giving 
an  Illegitimate  Birth-rate  of  T08  per  1,000,  and  a proportion  of  46  to  1,000  births  as 
compared  with  60  for  1904. 

DEATHS. 

The  total  number  of  Deaths  registered  during  the  year  was  220,  124  of  these 
being  Males  and  96  Females. 


These  give  a Death-rate  of  14-93  per  1,000  as  compared  with  one  of  16-29  for  1904. 

In  the  following  table  are  given  the  number  of  Deaths  and  the  Death-rates  for 
the  previous  10  years,  which  give  an  average  of  18.39  per  1,000. 


Date. 

Deaths. 

Death  Eate 

1895 

303 

20-61 

189G 

253 

17-21 

1897 

245 

16-66 
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Date. 

Deaths. 

1898 

348 

1899 

251 

1900 

269 

1901 

252 

1902 

311 

1903 

234 

1904 

240 

Death  Bate  per  1000 
23-67 

17- 07 

18- 29 
17-11 
21-11 

15- 89 

16- 29 


This  year’s  Death-rate  of  14-93  is,  I am  very  pleased  to  report,  the  lowest  of  which 
we  have  any  record. 

The  Death-rate  for  Cornwall  for  1905  was  15-50  as  compared  with  14-46  for  1904. 
and  for  England  and  Wales  15-2  as  compared  with  16-2  for  1904. 


The  various  ages  at  death  in  your  district  were  as  follows  : — 


Under  1 

year  . 

..  41 

Between  45  and  55 

..  24 

Between  1 and  5 

..  11 

55 

„ 65  . 

..  24 

5 

„ 15  .. 

3 

?? 

65 

„ 75  , 

...  38 

„ 15 

„ 25  .. 

. 11 

75 

„ 85 

...  28 

„ 25 

„ 35  .. 

. 17 

85 

M 95 

6 

„ 35 

„ 45  .. 

. 16 

95 

„ loo  . 

1 (99  years  of  age) 

NATURAL  INCREASE. 

The  Natural  Increase  is  121  as  compared  with  139  for  1904. 


INFANTILE  MORTALITY. 

There  were  41  deaths  registered  during  the  year  in  infants  under  1 year  of  a<>-e 
and  the  causes  of  death  were  as  follows  : — 


Bronchitis  and  Broncho  Pneumonia 


Gastro  Enteritis 
Convulsions 
Prematurity 
Atrophy  . . . 
Debilitv 


8 

4 

4 

3 

2 


Tubercular  Meningitis  2 


Tubercular  Peritonitis 
Diarrhoea 
Whooping  Cough 
Pleurisy 
Heart  Disease 
All  other  causes 


5 

1 

2 

1 

1 

1 
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These  give  an  Infantile  Mortality  of  120  per  1,000  births,  as  compared  with  158 
in  1904. 


In  the  following  table  you  have  the  Infantile  Mortality  Rates  for  the  previous 
10  years  which  give  an  average  of  186  per  1,000  births. 


Date. 

Deaths  Under 

Rate  per  1,000 

1 Year. 

Births. 

1895 

92 

201 

1896 

75 

204 

1897 

65 

172 

1898 

112 

300 

4 


1899 

70 

185 

1900 

64 

161 

1901 

48 

122 

1902 

81 

210 

1903 

53 

153 

1904 

60 

158 

This  year’s  Infantile  Mortality  Rate  of  120  per  1,000  Births,  is  I am  pleased  to 
say,  the  lowest  of  which  we  have  any  record. 


31  of  these  41  deaths  were  in  Infants  under  six  months  of  age,  the 
being  as  follows 


Under  one  day 

3 

Under  three  months 

,,  one  week 

5 

,,  four  months 

,,  one  month  .. 

3 

,,  five  months 

„ two  months  .. 

4 

,,  six  months 

ZYMOTIC 

DEATH-RATE. 

ai;es  at  death 

O 


8 

5 

1 

2 


Four  deaths  from  Laryngeal  Diphtheria,  two  from  Diarrhoea  and  one  from  Whooping 
Cough,  a total  of  seven  Deaths,  give  a Death-rate  from  Zymotic  Diseases  of  0'47  per  1,000 
as  compared  with  one  of  0’74  for  1904,  one  of  0*4  for  1903  and  one  of  1'96  for  1902. 


The  Zymotic  Death-rate  for  Cornwall  for  1905  was  0'858  per  1,000  as  compared 
with  one  of  0*57  for  1904. 

INQUEST  CASES. 

There  were  21  Inquest  cases  during  the  year  as  compared  with  six  during  1904, 
and  12  of  these  were  in  deaths  due  to  accidents,  the  deaths  ot  the  other  nine  being 
attributed  to  natural  causes. 


PHTHISIS. 

There  were  39  deaths  registered  from  Phthisis  during  the  year,  giving  a death-rate 
of  2'64  per  1,000  and  a percentage  of  1770  of  the  total  deatlis,  as  compared  with  a rate 
of  2'92  per  1,000  and  a percentage  of  17’91  for  1904.  Of  the  deaths  four  were  under 
25  years  of  age,  31  were  between  the  ages  of  25  and  65,  and  four  were  65  and  over. 


18  of  the  deaths  occurred  in  Tin  Miners,  the  average  age  at  death  being  44,  seven 
in  Gold  Miners  the  average  age  being  41,  and  one  in  a Copper  Miner  aged  18  years 

Of  the  other  deaths  seven  were  in  males  and  six  in  females. 


Examining  the  various  annual  returns  for  Phthisis  in  this  district,  I find  that  the 
rates  and  percentages  show  but  little  variation  year  by  ^^ear. 

The  great  majority  of  cases  amongst  miners  occur  in  Rock  Drill  men,  and  if  the 
special  rules  issued  by  the  Home  Office  under  Sect.  27  of  the  Metalliferous  Mines 
Regulation  Act  of  1872  are  rigidly  enforced,  they  will  prevent  the  inhalation  of 
stone  dust  which  is  undoubtedly  the  cause  of  the  disease  in  these  men.  By  these  means 
the  disease  itself  will  be  ultimately  stamped  out.  In  bringing  about  this  desirable  end  it 
is  necessary  that  the  miners  themselves  should  co-operate  with  the  officials  in  seeing  that 
the  rules  and  regulations  are  faithfully  carried  out. 
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It  is  to  be  hoped  however,  that  similar  regulations  will  be  enforced  in  the 
Transvaal  and  other  mining  districts  abroad  for  undoubtedly  a large  proportion  of  these 
deaths  from  Phthisis  are  in  men  who  have  contracted  the  disease  abioad. 

There  were  six  deaths  registered  from  Tubercular  Diseases  other  than  Phthisis. 

OTHER  RESPIRATORY  DISEASES. 

There  were  35  Deaths  registered  from  Bronchitis  and  Pneumonia,  and  one  from 
Pleurisy,  giving  a Death  rate  of  2 ‘44  per  1,000  and  a percentage  of  16 ‘36  of  the  total  deaths. 

OTHER  DISEASES. 

There  were  23  Deaths  from  Heart  Disease,  16  from  Cancer,  and  six  from 
Influenza  registered  during  the  year. 

INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 

During  the  year  103  cases  of  Infectious  Diseases  were  notified  to  me.  Of  these 
34  were  from  Scarlatina,  29  from  Diphtheria,  29  from  Erysipelas,  seven  from  Enteric 
Fever,  two  from  Continued  Fever,  and  two  from  Puerperal  Fever. 

These  give  an  Infectious  Disease-rate  of  6 ‘9  per  1,000  as  compared  with  one  of 
4’7  for  1904  and  one  of  6‘3  for  1903. 

SCARLATINA. 

34  cases  of  Scarlatina  were  notified  during  the  year  as  follows : — 


J anuary 

3 cases. 

October 

9 cases. 

March 

5 „ 

November  ... 

4 „ 

June 

2 „ 

December  ... 

9 „ 

July 

2 „ 

These  give  a Disease-rate  of  2 ’30  per  1,000  as  compared  with  37  cases  and  a 
Disease-rate  of  2’51  for  1904. 

11  of  these  cases  occurred  in  the  village  of  Beacon,  two  at  Pengegon  and  one 
each  at  Knave-go-bye,  Stennack,  Troon  and  Bolenowe  and  the  others  were  scattered 
over  different  streets  in  the  town. 

As  in  previous  years  the  cases  have  been  characterised  by  an  almost  entire  absence 
of  fever,  a very  faint  and  evanescent  rash  and  in  many  cases  no  throat  symptoms. 

This  prevalence  of  Scarlatina  in  the  district  began  in  1900  and  has  been  more  or 
less  present  ever  since. 

Almost  all  the  cases  however,  have  been  of  an  extremely  mild  type.  Of  the  total 
of  443  cases  which  have  been  notified  during  the  past  six  years  there  were  only  six  deaths 
viz.,  two  in  1900,  three  in  1901,  and  one  in  1902  and  none  for  the  past  three  years. 

The  very  mildness  of  the  disease  has  materially  contributed  towards  its  continued 
prevalence  and  spread. 
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Amongst  the  cases  notified  it  has  been  found  impossible  to  impress  on  man}'-  of 
the  parents  the  necessity  of  isolating  their  children  until  they  were  declared  free  from 
infection,  and  doubtless  this  fact  and  the  probability  that  there  were  many  unrecognised 
cases  which  were  allowed  to  mix  with  their  school  fellows  materially  helped  to  spread 
the  disease. 

DIPHTHERIA. 

29  cases  of  Diptheria  were  notified  during  the  year  with  four  deaths  giving  a 
Disease-rate  of  1'96  and  a Death-rate  of  0'27  per  1,000  as  compared  with  a Disease-rate 
of  0’27  for  1904  and  0‘06  for  1903. 

The  four  deaths  were  in  children  aged  respectively  one,  two,  three,  and  four  years 
and  were  all  cases  of  Laryngeal  Diphtheria.  Two  deaths  occurred  at  the  Isolation 
Hospital,  one  at  Kehelland  and  one  at  Wheal  Gerry. 

The  cases  were  notified  during  the  year  as  follows  - 


January 

. 2 cases  both  fatal. 

June 

3 cases 

F ebruary 

2 cases  one  fatal. 

July 

3 „ 

March 

8 cases  one  fatal. 

October  . . . 

1 case 

April 

2 cases. 

November 

1 „ 

May 

7 „ 

Four  of  these  cases  occurred  at  Kehelland  in  March  three  bein"  in  one  house. 

O 

A large  uncovered  cess  pit  in  proximity  to  the  infected  houses  pointed  to  the  probable 
cause  of  the  disease  in  this  village  One  case  was  at  Barripper,  one  at  Barripper  Road, 
one  at  Wheal  Gerry  and  the  others  scattered  over  various  streets  in  the  town. 

Of  the  seven  cases  notified  in  May,  five  were  in  Tehidy  Road  and  one  at  the 
bottom  of  Enys  Road.  These  cases  were  all,  as  you  would  know,  in  the  neighl)Ourliood 
of  the  Rosewarne  Sewage  outfall  and  during  the  month  of  May  N.W.  winds  blowing 
from  the  direction  of  the  outfall  were  very  prevalent.  Here  we  have  the  iik'sL  probable 
cause  of  the  outbreak  in  this  part  of  the  district.  In  the  other  cases,  defective  sanitary 
conditions  were  found  in  four,  but  in  the  others  no  apparent  cause  for  the  disease  could 
be  discovered. 

ENTERIC  FEYER. 

Seven  cases  of  Enteric  Fever  were  notified  during  the  year  giving  a Disease-rate 
of  0’47  per  1,000.  No  death  was  registered  from  this  disease. 

The  Disease-rate  in  1904  was  0’27  and  the  Death-rate  0'06  per  1,000. 

Two  of  the  cases  were  notified  in  February  at  Cross  Street  and  Reskadinniek,  one 
in  September  at  Union  Street,  one  in  October  at  Crane,  one  in  November  at  Reskadinniek 
and  two  in  December  also  at  Reskadinniek. 

It  will  be  seen  that  four  of  the  seven  cases  occurred  in  the  hamlet  of  Reskadinniek 
where  there  are  only  some  half  a dozen  houses. 
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Unfortunately  what  was  formerly  a clear  stream  running  through  this  place  has 
been  converted  into  practically  an  open  sewer  by  the  constant  discharge  into  it  of  crude 
sewage  from  the  sewage  outfall  at  Rosewarne. 

The  shoot  from  which  the  drinking  water  is  taken  is  some  two  feet  above  the  level 
of  this  stream  and  in  drawing  water  the  pitchers  or  pails  are  sometimes  allowed  to  stand 
in  a pool  of  this  sewage  polluted  water,  and  it  can  be  easily  understood,  that  in  pouring 
from  one  vessel  into  another,  some  of  this  sewage  water  (most  probably  specifically  polluted) 
will  be  mixed  with  the  drinking  water,  and  so  easily  account  for  tlie  cases  of  enteric  fever 
in  this  hamlet.  This  serious  condition  of  things  to  which  I have  on  several  occasions 
called  your  notice  is  a matter  which  should  engage  your  earnest  and  immediate  attention. 

In  the  case  notified  in  Union  Street  it  was  ascertained  that  the  child  had  probably 
been  drinking  water  from  the  stream  which  runs  through  Penponds  Woods  and  this  may 
possibly  account  for  the  attack.  In  the  case  at  Crane  no  definite  cause  for  the  disease 
could  be  discovered. 

The  two  cases  notified  in  December  were  removed  to  the  Isolation  Hospital  for 
treatment. 

In  all  the  cases  particular  directions  were  given  as  to  the  disinfection  of  the  stools 
and  urine  and  their  disposal,  and  the  midden  pits  where  they  existed  were  cleaned  out 
and  disinfected. 

CONTINUED  FEVER. 

Two  cases  of  Continued  Fever  at  Troon  and  Boswyn  were  notified  in  Februaiy 
giving  a Disease-rate  of  0T3  per  1,000. 

PUERPERAL  FEVER. 

Two  cases  of  Puerperal  Fever  were  notified  during  the  year,  one  at  Centenary 
Street  in  March  and  one  at  Bellake  in  November,  but  both  cases  recovered.  These  give  a 
Disease-rate  of  0T3  per  POOO. 

ERYSIPELAS. 

29  cases  of  Erysipelas  with  one  death  in  a wmman  69  years  of  age,  were  notified 
during  the  year,  giving  a Disease-rate  of  1’96  per  1,000  and  a death-rate  of  0.06  per  1,000. 

WHOOPING  COUGH. 

One  death  from  Whooping  Cough  in  January  in  a baby  two  months  of  age  was 
registered,  giving  a Death-rate  of  0'06  per  1,000.  As  far  as  I could  ascertain  very  few 
cases  occurred  during  the  year,  the  district  being  practically  free  from  this  disease  and 
also  from  measles. 

ANKYLOSTOMIASIS 

The  number  of  cases  of  this  disease  have  certainly  markedly  decreased  and  the 
rules  which  were  drawn  up  for  its  prevention  ai’e  being  enforced  in  the  various  mines  in 
the  district  with  most  beneficial  r-esults.  The  disease  where  it  exists  is  being  recognised 
in  its  early  stages  and  successfully  treated. 
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VACCINATION  RETURNS. 

During  1904,  the  latest  date  for  which  returns  are  as  yet  available,  out  of  379 
births  305  were  successfully  vaccinated,  46  died  unvaccinated,  four  were  exempted  and 
24  postponed.  Excluding  those  that  died  unvaccinated  and  those  exempted  these  figures 
give  a percentage  of  92-7  as  compared  with  one  of  88 '3  for  1903. 

ISLOLATION  HOSPITAL. 

The  Isolation  Hospital  was  used  during  the  months  of  January  and  February  for 
two  cases  of  Diphtheria  and  during  the  month  of  December  for  two  cases  of  Enteric 
Fever.  I am  pleased  to  report  that  3’’ou  have  purchased  an  Ambulance  Brougham  for 
the  conveyance  of  cases  to  the  Hospital.  It  has  also  been  used  on  several  occasions  in 
cases  of  accident  or  sudden  illness  and  supplies  a long  felt  want  in  the  district. 

You  have  also  engaged  a suitable  caretaker  and  she  is  so  far  performing  her 
nursing  and  other  duties  at  the  Hospital  to  the  satisfaction  of  your  Hospital  Committee 
and  myself. 

The  present  Hospital  can  only  be  used  for  the  treatment  of  one  infectious  disease 
at  a time  and  the  desirability  of  erecting  a more  suitable  building  is  one  which  should 
not  be  lost  sight  of  by  your  Council. 

DISINFECTOR. 

The  Disinfector  at  West  Tolgus  has  been  used  on  two  or  three  occasions  during 
the  year  for  the  disinfection  of  infected  bedding  and  14  infected  houses  have  been 
disinfected  with  Formaline  Gas. 

DRAINAGE. 

The  laying  of  the  main  drain  from  the  eastern  end  of  Dolcoath  Road  to  the 
Steam  Laundry  at  Pengegon  was  completed  in  the  early  part  of  the  year  and  the 
various  houses  here  are  being  connected  with  the  sewer. 

It  is  important  that  this  main  drain  should  be  extended  so  as  to  include  the  whole 
of  the  houses  in  this  village. 

I much  regret  to  have  again  to  report  that  no  progress  has  been  made  towards 
carrying  out  the  scheme  for  the  drainage  of  Beacon,  Wheal  Gerry  and  a portion  of  Roskear 
Row  and  the  extension  ot  the  main  drain  at  Mount  Pleasant  Road  and  I must  again 
remind  you  that  this  is  a duty  which  ought  to  engage  your  early  attention. 

During  the  year  the  drains  of  43  houses  have  been  connected  with  the  sewers  and 
the  drains  of  24  others  have  been  repaired  and  put  in  order.  1,170  feet  of  drain  pipes 
have  been  laid  down  during  the  year. 

The  sewers  have  been  periodically  flushed  and  disinfected  with  Izal. 

A flushing  tank  is  still  required  at  Barripper  and,  as  I have  previously  stated,  water 
for  flushing  could  easily  be  obtained  from  the  roof  of  the  Wesleyan  Chapel  at  the  north 
end  of  the  village. 
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As  I have  already  stated  in  former  reports,  considerable  ignorance  still  seems  to 
exist  amongst  some  builders  in  your  district  as  to  the  proper  laying  of  drains,  the 
provision  of  suitable  traps  and  disconnecting  chambers,  the  proper  fixing  and  ventilation 
of  soil  pipes  and  of  waste  pipes  from  baths  and  lavatories,  and  the  proper  construction 
of  midden  pits,  and  your  Byelaws  dealing  with  these  important  matters  should  be 
rigidly  enforced. 

SEWAGE  OUTFALLS. 

I much  regret  to  have  again  to  report  that  your  various  sewage  outfalls  are  in  a 
far  from  satisfactory  condition  and  nuisances  are  constantly  arising  in  connection  with 
the  same,  more  particularly  at  Rosewarne. 

The  improper  treatment  of  the  sewage  here  has,  as  I have  already  stated  in  this 
report,  resulted  in  a former  clear  stream  which  runs  through  Reskadinnick  being 
converted  into  practically  an  open  sewer,  and  this  has  undoubtedly  to  do  with  the 
continued  presence  of  Enteric  Fever  in  this  hamlet. 

Your  district  is  unfortunately  under  the  disadvantage  of  having  no  less  than  five 
sewage  outfalls,  and  both  for  the  sake  of  economy  and  efficiency  in  its  proper  management 
and  supervision  it  is  most  desirable  that  sewage  should  be  dealt  with  at  as  few  points 
as  possible. 

Your  Surveyor  has  presented  to  your  Council  a scheme  which  is  intended  to  carry 
the  greater  portion  of  the  sewage  into  the  sea  at  the  North  Cliffs.  This  scheme  has 
been  referred  to  your  Sanitary  Committee  who  are  giving  it  their  earnest  attention,  and 
they  will  I hope  present  a report  to  you  on  this  important  matter  at  an  early  date. 

Whether  this  rather  costly  scheme  is  adopted,  or  whether  you  dispose  of  your 
sewage  over  a properly  kept  sewage  farm,  or  treat  it  by  some  approved  method  of  septic 
tanks,  the  matter  is  a most  important  one,  the  dealing  with  which  should  no  longer  be 
shelved.  I believe  you  all  realise  the  present  unsatisfactory  condition  of  things  and  are 
anxious  to  adopt  some  scheme  which  will  effectively  deal  with  the  question. 

SCAVENGING. 

During  the  year  all  the  midden  pits  in  the  town  and  at  Troon,  Beacon,  Tucking- 
mill,  Pengegon  and  Wheal  Gerry  have  been  systematically  cleansed,  and  4,455  loads  of 
Manure  and  House  Refuse  have  been  removed  from  the  vicinity  of  dwellings. 

There  are  now  818  Ash  Boxes  and  78  Box  Closets  emptied  by  your  Authority 
twice  a week  as  compared  with  797  and  80  respectively  in  1904. 

During  the  year  nine  middens  have  been  converted  into  W.C.’s  and  10  new  W.C.’s 
have  been  provided  in  connection  with  jjrivate  dwellings  in  addition  to  those  erected  in 
connection  with  new  houses. 

Eight  notices  were  served  on  the  owners  of  private  dwellings  for  the  providing  of 
closet  accommodation  and  seven  middens  have  been  provided 
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In  all,  129  notices  were  served  and  the  nuisances  complained  of  abated. 

There  are  unfortunately  still  many  large  uncovered  midden  pits  in  your  district, 
and  it  is  most  important  that  these  should  be  reconstructed  in  strict  accordance  with  your 
byelaws  and  the  large  accumulations  of  refuse,  which  exist  in  many  places  in  close 
proximity  to  dwellings  should  be  systematically  removed  and  the  further  occurence 
of  these  nuisances  prevented. 


NEW  BUILDINGS. 

41  plans  were  passed  by  your  Council  during  the  year,  representing  42  new 
dwelling  houses  and  the  enlargement  of  14  others. 

31  new  houses  were  inspected  and  certified  to  be  fit  for  occupation  and  these  are 
provided  with  27  water  closets  and  10  middens. 

While  it  is  unfortunately  necessary  in  some  cases  that  these  middens  should  be 
erected,  there  being  no  water  available  for  water  closets,  they  should  be  so  constructed  as 
to  give  rise  to  the  minimum  amount  of  nuisance. 

HOUSE  ACCOMMODATION. 

The  need  of  small  dwellings  of  some  four  rooms  and  to  let  at  a low  rental  still 
exists  in  your  district,  but  it  seems  impossible  for  builders  to  obtain  suitable  sites  at 
a sufficiently  low  ground  rental  and  unhampered  by  what  one  must  call  needless 
restrictions  to  warrant  the  erection  of  these  at  even  a small  margin  of  profit. 

WATER  SUPPLY. 

I have  inspected  the  sources  of  the  Camborne  Water  Co.’s  supplies  on  several 
occasions  during  the  year  both  at  Boswyn  and  Cargenwyn. 

At  Cargenwyn  a contract  has  been  let  to  deal  with  the  springs  in  No.  3 Reservoir. 
They  will  be  isolated  and  covered  with  cement  domed  roof,  and  the  water  from  then, 
piped  into  the  8-in.  main  leading  to  No.  1 Reservoir.  The  effect  of  this  will  be  to  enable 
the  Water  Co.  to  store  all  the  water  in  the  reservoir  (which  will  hold  some  four  million 
gallons)  until  the  dry  season. 

Means  are  also  being  taken  to  increase  the  effective  storage  in  No.  1 Reservoir  by 
some  five  million  gallons. 

All  the  water  from  the  Cargenwyn  Reservoirs  has  been,  and  will  be  filtered 
through  the  new  filter  bed,  which  has  been  constructed  on  the  most  approved  principles. 

Samples  of  water  taken  from  Boswyn  and  from  the  overflow  tank  at  Cargenwyn 
have  recently  been  submitted  to  the  Clinical  Research  Association  for  Bacteriological 
Analysis,  and  their  report  is  most  satisfactory.  I have  inserted  a copy  of  the  report  as 
an  Appendix. 
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SLAUGHTER  HOUSES. 

There  are  13  Slaughter  Houses  registered  in  your  district  and  these  have  been 
frequently  inspected  during  the  year  and  found  satisfactory. 

The  desirability  of  erecting  a public  slaughter  house  where  all  meat  for  sale  could 
be  inspected  by  a qualified  Veterinary  Inspector,  is  one,  the  importance  of  which  should 
not  be  lost  sight  of  by  your  Council. 

DAIRIES,  COWSHEDS  AND  MILKSHOPS. 

There  are  51  Dairies  and  Milkshops  registered  under  the  order  dealing  with  this 
matter,  and  your  Sanitary  Committee  have  made  a systematic  inspection  of  most  of  these 
and  presented  a report  to  your  Council.  As  a result  of  this  inspection  and  report,  the 
ventilation  of  several  of  the  cowsheds  has  been  improved  during  the  year,  and  it  is 
hoped  that  the  other  recommendations  of  the  Committee  will  be  efficiently  carried  out. 

BAKEHOUSES. 

There  are  six  Bakehouses  registered  in  your  district  and  these  have  been  frequently 
inspected  and  found  satisfactory. 

COMMON  LODGING  HOUSE. 

There  is  one  Common  Lodging  House  in  your  district.  This  is  registered,  has 
been  frequently  inspected  during  the  year  and  the  Byelaws  relating  thereto  are  being 
carried  out. 

MEAT  AND  FISH  MARKETS. 

The  Meat  and  Fish  Markets  have  been  inspected  every  week  by  your  Sanitary 
Inspector  and  frequently  by  myself. 

There  has  been  no  seizure  of  food  as  unfit  for  human  consumption,  and  no  proceed- 
ings taken  by  your  Authority  under  the  Sale  of  Food  and  Drugs  Act. 

OFFENSIVE  TRADES. 

There  are  no  offensive  trades  carried  on  in  your  district,  nor  as  far  as  I can  ascertain 
has  any  disease  existed  directly  traceable  to  lead,  arsenic  or  phosphorus  poisoning. 

BURIAL  GROUNDS. 

The  various  Burial  Grounds  are  being  kept  in  a satisfactory  condition  and  they 
are  adequate  for  the  present  requirements  of  your  district. 

BYE-LAWS. 

Bye  -laws  framed  on  the  Model  Bye-laws  are  in  existence  in  your  district  dealing 
with  the  following  : — 

New  Streets  and  Buildings  Nuisances 

Slaughter  Houses  Public  Wash  Houses 

Common  Lodging  Houses  Hackney  Carriages 


These  have  been  adopted  since  1886. 


12 


FACTORIES  AND  WORKSHOPS  ACT  1901. 

There  are  about  50  Workshops  in  your  district  which  come  under  this  Act. 
They  have  been  inspected  by  myself  and  your  Sanitary  Inspector  and  most  of  them 
comply  with  the  provisions  of  the  Act.  One  or  two  are  possibly  wanting  in  sufficient 
cubic  air  space,  and  these  have  been  brought  to  the  notice  of  your  Sanitary  Committee. 


I am,  Gentlemen,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  TELFER  THOMAS, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


Camborne,  March  2nd,  1906. 


SUMMARY 


OF 

VITAL  STATISTICS 

FOR  1905. 


Population  (Census  1901)  14,726. 

Area — 6,744  acres. 

Density  of  Population — 2’ 18  per  acre. 

Inhabited  Houses — 3,530. 

Houses  with  less  than  five  rooms — 1,810. 

Birth-rate — 23’15  per  1,000. 

,,  Cornwall — 21 ’58  per  1,000. 

„ England  and  Wales — 27'2  per  1,000. 

Illegitimate  Birth-rate — 1’08.  per  1,000. 

Death-rate — 14’93  per  1000. 

„ Cornwall — 15‘50  per  1,000. 

„ England  and  Wales — 15*2  per  1,000. 

Natural  Increase — 121. 

Infantile  Mortality — 120  per  1,000. 

Zymotic  Death-rate — 0’47  per  1,000. 

,,  ,,  Cornwall — 0’85  per  1,000. 

Infectious  Disease-rate — 6 ’9  per  1,000. 

Phthisis  Death-rate — 2 64  per  1,000. 

Death-rate  other  Respiratory  Diseases — 2*44  per  1,000. 


THE  CLINICAL  KESEARCH  ASSOCIATION,  LIMITED. 


1,  Southwark  Street, 

London  Bridge,  S.E. 

1893/1.  8.2.06. 

LABORATORY  REPORT. 

To  John  Champion,  Esq. 

The  Specimen  of  water  marked  from  Boswyn  Spring  received  here  on  30‘]'06  has 
been  examined,  and  I have  been  instructed  to  forward  the  following  Report  thereon  : — 

The  following  are  the  results  obtained  by  the  bacteriological  examination  of 
this  water  ; — 

Quantities  varying  from  0*2  to  30  cubic  centimetres  of  the  sample,  have  been 
investigated  for  the  detection  of  Bacillus  Coli  Communis,  but  neither  this  bacillus  nor 
any  other  organism  of  an  intestinal  type  is  found  to  be  present.  Examination  of  the 
mixed  cultures  obtained  from  the  water,  shows  that  the  Streptococcus  Pyogenes  is  also 
absent  from  the  sample.  There  is  no  evidence,  from  the  nature  of  the  bacteria  preseirt 
in  the  sample,  that  the  water  has  been  contaminated  with  sewage  or  animal  dejecta. 

(Signed)  C.  H.  WELLS, 

Secretary  of  the  Association. 


THE  CLINICAL  RESEARCH  ASSOCIATION,  LIMITED. 


1,  Southwark  Street, 

London  Bridge,  S.E. 

1893/1.  8.2.06. 

LABORATORY  REPORT. 

To  John  Champion,  Esq. 

The  Specimen  of  water  marked  Water  from  overflow  tank  Cargenwyn  received 
here  on  30.1.06  has  been  duly  examined,  and  I have  been  instructed  to  forwai'd  the 
following  Report  thereon  ; — 

The  organisms  found  in  this  sample  of  water  are  similar  in  their  characters  to 
those  occuring  in  1893/1.  They  do  not  include  organisms  of  intestinal  origin,  such  as 
the  Bacillus  Coli  Communis,  nor  are  any  Streptococci  seem  to  be  present. 

There  is  no  evidence  of  pollution  with  sewage  or  dejecta. 


(Signed)  C.  H.  WELLS, 

Secretary  of  the  Association. 


